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Report 
By Susan Bicknell, WoodFair Coordinator 

 
This report documents the vital statistics for the third WoodFair produced jointly by Humboldt 

Woodworking Society, Almquist Lumber Company, and College of the Redwoods.  It also expresses thanks 

to all those individuals and organizations who worked to make WoodFair possible. 

 

Almquist Lumber Company Our Venue and Hosts:  Thank you to the owners, Eric and Mary 

Almquist, and staff of Almquist Lumber Co. who have provided the venue for WoodFair for three years and 

who have spent countless hours and resources rearranging the inventory to make room for us.  It would not 

have been possible without you! 

 

Our Partners at College of the Redwoods:  We thank the following people at College of the Redwoods 

who provided invaluable assistance: 

 

Kathryn Ryan assisted with the administration of our classes supplying necessary registration services 

and management of all personnel issues for the class instructors. 

 

Bert Hafar provided valuable leadership to help maintain the relationship between CR and HWS.  He 

volunteered many, many hours to make sure that our classes held at CR ran smoothly. 

 

Alan Gibbs was exceptionally helpful with our printing.  His assistance and advice was instrumental 

in the improvements seen in our poster, program, and other printed materials supporting WoodFair. 

 

Paul DeMark assured that College of the Redwoods played an instrumental role in publicity for 

WoodFair. 

 

Thank you to Dean Steve Brown, Director Ahn Fielding, and President Jeff Marsee for their 

continued interest and support. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Kermode demonstrates woodturning 

techniques to WoodFair attendees. 
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Attendance:  We estimated attendance in 2008 and 2009 by handing out free raffle tickets.  We distributed 

1422 tickets in 2008, and 2123 in 2009.  For 2010, we used a clicker to count persons as they entered the 

exhibition.  The clicker counted 1952 people.  Both of these methods missed people, although differently.  

But from these counts, we estimate that attendance for 2008 was about 2000, and attendance for 2009 and 

2010 was about 3000.   

 

Vendor Booths:  Fully paid vendor booths increased from 12 in 2008 to 22 in 2009.  In 2008, there were 

3 free vendor booths, and in 2009, 9 free vendor booths.  In 2010, 31 paid vendor booths were occupied, and 

9 booths were supplied free of charge.  The free booths were given to other non profits, and used as 

incentives for musicians and presenters. 

 

Food and Picnic Area:  The Humboldt Wildlife Care Center provided tri tip and hot dog sandwiches, 

roasted corn on the cob, and beer.  They also ran the Hardwood Café, supplying baristas, as well as 

Ramones baked goods and soft drinks.  We had about 10,000 square feet of lawn space set up with potted 

flowers and trees from Living Earth Landscapes, and Almquistôs picnic tables.  Saturday evening, we had a 

barbeque catered by Blackberry Bramble Barbeque, attended by 100 WoodFair participants.  Music was 

provided by the local band, Guano. 

 

Demonstrations and Seminars:  In 2008, there were a total of 13 free demonstrations scheduled and 

presented. They included marquetry and inlay, wood bending, wood turning, and tool demonstrations from 

Festool and Delta/Porter Cable/DeWalt.  The presenters were not compensated.  In 2009, 25 free 

demonstrations and seminars were scheduled.  Two were cancelled because the presenters were unable to 

attend.  Six of the presenters were compensated with $100 honoraria each.  In 2010, there were 25 free 

demonstrations scheduled, and one was cancelled because the presenter could not afford to attend.  

Compensation for presenters totaled $650.  Topics included woodturning, marquetry, musical instrument 

building, portable saw mill operations, chip carving, power tool use, intarsia, wood finishing, sharpening, 

and inlay techniques. 

 

Music:  WoodFair 2010 presented a full schedule of musical performances emphasizing wooden 

instruments, some of which were made by their performers.  These performances included a string quartet, 

three bands composed of wooden stringed instruments, a marimba from Marimba One (shown below played 

by Tricia Baxter), and a guitarist, singer, songwriter who won a First Place on the guitar he played. 
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Local Hardwoods:  Building on the program we presented at 2009 WoodFair, we held a sponsored 

breakfast meeting for a group of 20 ñhardwood entrepreneurs.ò  Humboldt Wildlife Care Center catered the 

breakfast, which was paid for by Susan Bicknell.  The meeting produced a lively discussion that emphasized 

how technology has advanced beyond previous decades that produced failed attempts to get a hardwood 

economy going on the North Coast.  A consensus developed that many of the barriers that previously 

existed were gone, and that an attempt to revive interest in North Coast hardwoods might be timely. 

 

 

 
Yana Valachovic addresses 

key issues on hardwood 

management while moderator 

John Rogers, and participants 

Seth San Filippo, Eric 

Almquist, and Bill Ridings 

listen intently. 

 

 

Woodworking Classes:  In 2008, there were no woodworking classes scheduled in conjunction with 

WoodFair.  For 2009, There were 13 woodworking Classes scheduled.  Forty seven students enrolled.  

Classes included Woodturning 1, 2, and 3; Marketing 1, 2, and 3; OSHA Safety; Restoration of Historic 

Windows; Woodworking 101; Basic Carpentry for Women; Marquetry; Decoy Carving; and Shop Sawn 

Veneers.  Three classes were cancelled for low enrollment (OSHA Safety, Decoy Carving, and Marquetry).  

Gross income from the classes was $4545.00 which was used by CR primarily to pay instructors.  In 2010, 

there were 14 classes scheduled including Woodturning I, II, III; Marquetry I and II; Fine Woodworking 

Techniques IA, IB, IC, II, and III; Basic Carpentry Skills for Women; Architectural Restoration of Historic 

Windows; and Marketing I and II.  There were 91 students enrolled, and gross income from the classes was 

$5469.22.  Particularly successful were the FREE classes offered by JoAnn Schuch in Fine Woodworking 

Techniques. 

 

 

 

Doralee Smith meets her class, Basic 

Carpentry Skills for Women. 
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Greg Zall explains how he 

made the dragonfly inlay to 

Berti Welty, a student in his 

marquetry master class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bert Hafar and Jerry Cousins watch 

intently to see how the Excalibur 

scroll saw can be used for 

marquetry in Greg Zallôs master 

class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


