
 1 

 

     The Blueprint ́ March 2009 

Newsletter of  Humboldt Woodworking Society 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Humboldt Woodworking Society is a group of professional, amateur, and hobbyist woodworkers.  

We meet monthly to share ideas and techniques, participate in WoodFair each year and have a good 

time talking shop and helping one another grow in our craft.  Annual dues are $25.00.      
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

March Meeting 
 

WHEN: Thursday, March 26, 2009 6:00 pm to 

8:00 pm 

 

WHERE: Eric Hollenbeck, Blue Ox Millworks 
and Historic Park, One X Street,  Eureka 

 

DIRECTIONS:  From Hwy 101 southbound (4th 

Street), turn north on X street and go to the 

end. 

 
PROGRAM:  Eric Hollenbeck will host a tour 

and program at Blue Ox Millworks and Historic 

Park.  We will see some turning, a 1906 4-sided 

molder that can make redwood gutters, the saw 

mill, the apothecary shop where varnishes, 

paints and stains are made, and parts of the 
largest collection of working human powered 

equipment in the country.  For more 

information, see http://www.blueoxmill.com.  

Questions?  Contact Doralee Smith at 825-

9010 or rivrwomn@suddenlink.net. 
 

 

 
 

Thanks to those who have paid dues 
for 2009!!!  If you have not, this will 

be your last newsletter!!!!  ( I really 
mean it this time...) We wa nt to keep 
you as a member, so PL EASE PAY 

YOUR ANNUAL DUES ($25).  Mail 
check to HWS, PO Box 626, Arcata, 

CA 95518 -626.  

 

woodworking show 

April 4, 6-9 pm 
 
The Humboldt Woodworking Society is the 

òinvited guest artistó for the month of April at 

the Old Town Gallery.  Fourteen members 

submitted photos of works to be included in 

the show.  These include Harvey Raider (pens 
and bottle stoppers), Bert Hafar (sushi boards, 

platters, hand mirrors, and a small table), Kai 

Herd (Queen Anne table), Doralee Smith 

(cutting boards, kitty bunk beds with dovetail 

joints, boxes for scratching pads with dovetail 
joints, shadow box with antique kitchen tools), 

Susan Bicknell (marquetry pictures, mortars 

and pestles, demilune table), Dennis 

Musselman (Windsor chairs, settee, and slice-

and-pour cutting boards), Monica Shell (hair 

pins, combs, and animal carvings), David Terry 
(boxes, cutting boards, table, shelves, teak bath 

mat),  Sue Cook (cork trivets, cutting boards), 

Steve Anglin (walking sticks), Rick Beale 

(boxes), Janis Taylor (dictionary stand), Gary 

Richmond (cable cars, trains), and David Kelly 
(fine furniture).  This is an impressive array of 

diverse work by our members. 

 

The opening of the show will be April 4, 6-9 pm 

at Old Town Art Gallery in conjunction with 

ARTS ALIVE!  Be sure to come out and support 
your fellow woodworkers.  If you want to 

submit something for the show and have not 

already done so, call Dave Ashford (442-9479). 

 

Old Town Gallery 

233 F Street 

Eureka 

http://www.blueoxmill.com/
mailto:rivrwomn@suddenlink.net
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OFFICERS Contact Information:  
Name  Position  Phone  email  

Stephen Baer President 496-5555 PacificLaserD@aol.com 

Harvey Raider Vice President 677-9160 Harvey@penandquilt.com 

Dave Ashford Treasurer 442-9479 davisashford@wmconnect.com 

Susan Bicknell Secretary  768-1975 shbdwb@hotmail.com 

Lynn Dixon Librarian 476-0161 lynn.lrdix@gmail.com 

Bert Hafar Membership 

Coordinator 

443-9260 bhafar@sbcglobal.net  

Michael Masumoto Web Master 476-9371 kai@acm.org 

Doralee Smith Program Coordinator 825-9010 rivrwomn@suddenlink.net 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS and EVENTS:  
 

When  Who or What  Where  

March 26, 2009 6-8 pm Eric Hollenbeck Blue Ox Millworks and Historic 

Park 

April 4, 2009  Saturday 

6-9 pm, and continuing to 

the end of the month 

Arts Alive! At Old Town Art Gallery 

Exhibition and Sale of Members 

Work 

Old Town Art Gallery 

233 F Street, Eureka 

May 28, 2009 David Terry 

Seguin Woodworks and  
Alternative Building Center 

4 W 4th 

Eureka 

July 11 and 12, 2009 

9 am to 5 pm 

Saturday and Sunday 

WoodFair 2009 Almquist Lumber 

5301 Boyd Rd 

Arcata 

 

Doralee Smith, Program Coordinator, is actively seeking suggestions for future programs.  If you would 

like to host a meeting, or if you have a suggestion for a topic for a seminar, panel discussion, or 
instructional class, please pass them along to Doralee at rivrwomn@suddenlink.net or 825-9010. 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MEMBERSHIP  FORM:  

New members are welcomed at any time into the Humboldt Woodworking Society.  

Current Members, please share our newsletter with any prospective members.  Use 
this form to join and/or to pay dues for continuing members. Annual Dues are 
payable in January for continuing members.  New members may join any time and 

their dues may be prorated 
 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone  ____________________  Email address  ____________________________________ 
 

Mail with a check for $25 to Humboldt Woodworking Society, PO Box 626, Arcata, CA 
95518-0626 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

  

mailto:ironhorse45@hotmail.com
mailto:Harvey@penandquilt.com
mailto:davisashford@wmconnect.com
mailto:shbdwb@hotmail.com
mailto:lynn.lrdix@gmail.com
mailto:bhafar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kai@acm.org
mailto:rivrwomn@suddenlink.net
mailto:rivrwomn@suddenlink.net
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Report of the Meeting of February 26 , 
2009  ð Meeting at Mad River 
Millworks, Blue Lake.  
 
Announcements:  The deadline is March 11 for 

photos to be submitted of works to become a part 

of the April show at Old Town Gallery. 

The WoodFair flier has been prepared and was 

shared in draft.  The next meeting of the BOD 

will be March 12 at Dave Ashfordõs home to 
review submissions for the April show.  The BOD 

has approved a budget for WoodFair and it is 

likely that we will break even or better.  The 

March meeting is moved to May because Blue Ox 

Millworks is only available in March.  The March 
meeting will be from 6-8 instead of the usual 7-9 

pm.  Membership cards will be distributed with 

the next newsletter. 

 

It was moved and seconded to make the motto of 

the Society òMake more than sawdust!ó  
Members agreed that they would like to have it 

expressed in Latin.  Motion passed. 

 

Program:  Tim Thornton showed us around his 

large facility where moldings, balusters, pickets, 
and many other forms of millwork are made.  The 

machines he uses most are a modern molder 

that can cut 5 or 6 different parts of a complex 

profile at once, a pin router that can copy a 

baluster template in a few minutes, and a lathe 

that works from templates.  Tim must have had a 
hundred thousand templates filed in various 

storage areas around the shop.  He has owned 

the business since 1986, and been on the Blue 

Lake site since 1990.  Eric Almquist owns the 

building.  Tim is now working alone, but when 
the economy is better, he has a few employees.  

His principal woods are mahogany and old 

growth redwood, although he has difficulty 

getting good old growth redwood now.  He offered 

several tips that are useful for anyone who works 

in a wood shop for more than a few hours at a 
time.  He wears a sandal strapped to the outside 

of his shoe called Ergomate.  It is like having a 

portable anti-fatigue mat.  He showed us a 

pneumatic clamp that clamps two rods across an 

edge glue set up to keep boards from slipping out 

of alignment.  It is called a pneumatic clamp 
from Larryõs Clamps. 

 

Report of the Board of Directors 
Meeting of March 12, 2009  
 

The BOD met at the Home of Dave and Sue 
Ashford.  We reviewed the criteria for accepting 

work for the April show, and then reviewed 

photos that had been submitted.  Dave Ashford 

agreed to call the individuals with the results and 
find out about how many pieces each would be 

bringing. 

We agreed that each piece must have a card 

supplied by the artist that gives information 

about the piece and the artist and the price of 
the piece.  We agreed to make a three ring binder 

with a page for each artist and an inventory on 

the back to safeguard against theft.  Susan 

agreed to do this by asking the artists to fill out a 

form via email.  We agreed that there should be a 

press release regarding the April show.  Susan 
Bicknell agreed to contact the gallery to make 

arrangements.  Steve Baer agreed to be 

responsible for making a photographic record of 

the show and its inventory. 

 
 

SIX RIVERS PLANNED PARENHOOD 

AUCT ION  
SRPP is holding an auction on May 2 as a fund 

raiser.  They are seeking donations of items to be 

auctioned.  They would like to have items of fine 
woodworking, especially furniture.  This is one of 

the classiest auctions in the county, and it is 

attended by people with good taste and money.  

Pieces usually go for above their listed value.  

The item is auctioned and the artist is given 40% 

of the proceeds.  If you are interested in 
contributing a piece, please contact Beth Bray, 

Development Director, Six Rivers Planned 

Parenthood at 442-2961     

 

 

 

 
 

Exhibition prizes for WoodFair are supported by 
donations.  A dozen corporate sponsors have 

carried the burden in the past.  This year, 

because of the economy, we anticipate corporate 

sponsorships may be down.  To fill the gap, we 

are seeking donations from our members to help 
support the exhibition.  Please consider giving 

$50 or $100 or more to help keep WoodFair an 

attractive venue for the top woodworkers in the 

West to display their best work.  Send your 

donation to  

 
Humboldt Woodworking Society 

P O Box 626 

Arcata, CA 95518-0626 

 

Your donation may be recognized through the 
inclusion of your logo in WoodFair publicity 

materials.  Thanks!  
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BEESõ WAX 
 
Save your old beesõ wax candles.  Only beesõ wax 

ð no other kinds of wax.  And NO DYED beesõ 

wax.   Do not throw away those ugly half-burned 

candles.  Please give them to Susan Bicknell at 

any meeting or call her at 768-1975.  These half-
used candles are an excellent source of beesõ wax 

for the polish made up of beesõ wax and mineral 

oil.  Susan makes up the stuff and packages it 

for sale to raise money for our scholarships for 

CR woodworking students. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
CLASSIFIED ADS:  

 

RADIAL ARM SAW FOR SALE:  
 

Craftsman radial arm saw, new in 1998, 10 inch 

blade, 12 inch cross cut capacity, 120 V, 1.5 / 3 

HP motor, stand.  Making way for compound 

miter saw. $100 or best offer. Contact Susan 

Bicknell at 768-1975 or shbdwb@hotmail.com 
 

 Local Hardwoods  
 
Local hardwoods are available from Ken Forden 

of Whitethorn Construction.  For hardwood 

supplies or more information about local 

hardwoods and what can be done with them, call 

Ken at 986-7412. 

 

ALMQUIST LUMBER  
 

 
Discount is good until further noti ce. 

Please show your membership card to receive your discount.         

http://www.almquistlumber.com/

